[Anti-arrhythmia and arrhythmogenic actions of digoxin in ventricular rhythm disorders in patients with circulatory insufficiency].
Three-day ECG monitoring before and after digitalization of 55 patients with heart failure (HF) was performed. Digoxin did not make a considerable effect on the frequency of detection of high gradations of ventricular arrhythmias. Nevertheless it significantly reduced the mean number of ventricular extrasystoles (VES) per hour and the mean number of complex VES per hour in 8 (33.3%) patients out of 24 with frequent extrasystoles. A significant increase in the VES mean number per hour and in the complex VES mean number per hour was observed in 6 (25%) patients out of 24 with basal frequent extrasystoles. In patients with the antiarrhythmic effect of digoxin indices of the central hemodynamics (diastolic pressure in the pulmonary artery and ejection fraction) were significantly better and in patients with the arrhythmogenic effect of digoxin significantly worse in the absence of a significant difference between digoxin and K+ concentration in the plasma. Digoxin possessed a moderately pronounced antiarrhythmic effect mainly in the patients with HF early stages and in moderately pronounced disturbances of the central hemodynamics. In patients with severe manifestations of HF and with considerable deterioration of indices of the central hemodynamics digoxin in therapeutic concentrations can make an arrhythmogenic effect.